INTRODUCTION
In the early years, there were limited facilities for cardiologists 
CARDIAC BUSINESS UNIT
In November 1989, the Society organised a "Think Tank" under the auspices of Bristol Myers, enabling cardiologists and cardiac surgeons from around the country to interact directly with representatives of medical schemes, private hospitals and the pharmaceutical industry. Arising from this meeting, it was proposed that a business unit be developed to represent cardiac practitioners, and that a subcommittee to deal directly with medical aids and a public relations subcommittee be established. Despite several attempts at establishing this "business unit", professionals investigating the option recognised the difficulties in gaining consensus from this group of highly individualistic doctors, as well as their poor appreciation of business skills. They appreciated that it would be necessary to create a "common need" or to enhance levels of awareness of a "potential crisis", in order to unify the disparate views of cardiac professionals.
MANAGED HEALTHCARE
In 1996, Anglo-American and United HealthCare of America combined to form Southern HealthCare JV, which intended to launch its initial managed healthcare programme in Gauteng.
In effect, this company proposed a "top down" imposition of American-style managed healthcare. At the initial meeting held in Rosebank, Johannesburg, attending practitioners were provided with a rough outline of the organisation's ambitions and attendees were invited to pick up a contract which was ready to sign. However, subsequent attempts to obtain clarity from Southern HealthCare on numerous issues failed to elicit satisfactory responses. Members were urged to not sign the prof- 
SUB-GROUP DEVELOPMENT
In the last decade of the century, the specific interests of paediatric cardiologists, electrophysiologists and interventional cardiologists led to the independent development of special interest groups, which were loosely allied to the SASCP. Prof AF Doubell was elected SA Heart ® 's first President and
Prof PJ Commerford as Vice-President.
